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ASK THE EXPERTS

A hearth specialist explains 
the beauty of the products 
her company offers.

Choosing a 
Wood Stove for 
Your Home

Story by Meryl Siegman

Ask the Experts.indd   26Ask the Experts.indd   26 11/16/23   10:53 AM11/16/23   10:53 AM



ittus—Fire by Design brings 40 years of warmth 
to high-end interior and exterior decor, as a pre-
mier supplier of hearth products such as fire-
places, stoves and accessories. Wittus is the only 

stove company that focuses exclusively on European collec-
tions, which are prized for maintaining the tradition of effi-
cient alternative stoves, while combining modern styling with 
state-of-the-art technology. Design + Decor spoke with Alyce 
Wittus, owner of Wittus—Fire by Design, to learn more about 
the benefits of wood-burning stoves.

D+D: When sourcing your products, what characteristics do 
you look for to appeal your market?
Alyce Wittus: We import our lines from Europe, primarily Den-
mark, and offer more than 30 different products. Our selection 
is based on the following criteria: artistry and award-winning 
design; differentiation, not cost; technology that incorporates 
quality and sophisticated state-of-the-art systems; and the en-
vironmental factor: stoves that burn cleanly, are highly effi-
cient, offer sustainable heating and are easy to use. 

D+D: Why would a homeowner choose a wood-burning stove?
Alyce: Most homeowners are looking for products that fit with 
their surroundings. Our products are mostly contemporary Eu-
ropean design, which complement and enhance most types of 
decor. They also want ease of use, low maintenance, good heat 
capability and efficiency. 

D+D: What are some benefits of using a wood-burning stove 
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dence in their delivery times and inventory. I’ve also sourced more things 
locally than I did before. For example, I will often have a chair made locally 
or ask a local vendor make cabinets instead of sourcing them from other 
locations. Using local vendors allows for more control over the process, the 
final products are always of a higher quality, and supporting local is always 
good to do!

D+D: What advice would you give homeowners who are interested in 
redesigning their homes and would like the assistance of an interior de-
signer?
Jeanne: The first step is to start finding images of things you like, whether 
it be on Pinterest, in magazines or on Google images. It doesn’t have to 
be the room as you want it designed, as that is the interior designer’s job. 
Focus on images you like for whatever reason you like them. It could be 
that you like a piece of artwork, the floors, the room colors, the lighting, 
the sofa or the overall vibe the space gives off. Then ask friends for recom-
mendations of designers—even if your friends have a different design style 
than you do! While designers have styles they prefer, they are all trained to 
design in many styles, and often have projects not shown on their websites 
that could be a good match for your needs.

Resource:

Jeanne Collins
JerMar Designs
163 Pocconock Trail
New Canaan, CT 06840
203.253.0649
jermardesigns.com
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in your home?
Alyce: We consider our products “warm furniture” because they 
provide hygge—defined as the Danish ritual of enjoying life’s 
simple pleasures and coziness. They also offer backup for elec-
tricity outages and help reduce the overall cost of utilities. 

D+D: Are wood-burning stoves safe to use in the home?  
Alyce: Wood stoves are safe, provided they are treated like any 
other product. Homeowners should read the manual and take 
care. 

D+D: What are the dos and don’ts of wood-burning stoves?
Alyce: Homeowners should use dry wood, not overload the fire-
box, and clean the chimney every one to two years. We offer the 
following guide on our website:  https://wittus.com/category/
wood-burning-help/ 

Resource:

Wittus-Fire by Design
Niels and Alyce Wittus
40 Westchester Avenue
Pound Ridge, NY 10576
914.764.5679
wittus.com 
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